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Contact: Pharmaceutical sciences Professor Rustem Medora, (406) 243-4943.
GOVERNOR APPOINTS UM PROFESSOR TO TASK FORCE
MISSOULA Montana Gov. Marc Racicot recently appointed University of Montana pharmaceutical
sciences Professor Rustem Medora to the Wild Medicinal Plants Task Force authorized by the
1999 Montana Legislature. Medora is an expert on the medicinal properties of native plants.
The task force has two responsibilities, according to Senate Bill 178: to acquire the
necessary technical information to determine sustainable collecting of wild medicinal plants on
state lands and recommend legislation if appropriate. Medora will represent the Montana
University System on the task force.
The legislation is the result of growing concern among legislators and the general public
mainly about the destruction of echinacea angustifolia, which grows in eastern Montana,
Medora said.
“People living there have harvested it to a point where it may become extinct,” he said.
Echinacea, used for centuries by American Indians for respiratory problems, has become
popular in Europe and the United States as a cold preventive or treatment as well as a tonic for
the immune system. Harvesting echinacea root can bring in a good day’s wage, Medora said,
because pharmaceutical companies are clamoring for it.
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“It gets about $8 a pound,” he said, “and one healthy root can be a pound or tw o.” But
Medora said the upper part of the plant can be as effective as the root, and were that harvested
instead of the root, echinacea would not be in the danger it is today.
Also listed in the legislation are bitterroot, lady’s slipper, lomatium, osha, sundew and
trillium as endangered plants for the task force to look into and report on. None of these has
any modern use, Medora said. They are on the list because they are about to become extinct
and must be protected.
The legislation established a three-year moratorium on harvesting wild medicinal plants
from state lands except for scientific study by an accredited representative of an accredited
institution of higher education. The term of the task force will end at the end of April 2002.
Serving with Medora on the committee are two other people chosen for their knowledge
of the scientific aspects of indigenous medicinal plants: Robyn Klein of Bozeman and
Kathleen Wagnild of Outlook.
Also serving are Curley Youpee of Poplar, a representative of tribal governments;
Peter McKay of Lolo, a representative of the medicinal plant production industry; Kirk Denny
of Lame Deer, a person with knowledge of the cultural, historical and spiritual aspects of wild
medicinal plants; Gary Gingery of Helena, representing the Department of Agriculture; and
Kevin Chappel of Helena, a Department of Natural Resources and Conservation
representative.
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